


Mass Intentions
December 6 to December 14
6 de Diciembre—14 de Diciembre

* BC: Fr.Brian Costello ME: Fr. Manuel Estrada

Day Time Intentions Priest *
December 6—December 14
Saturday 12/6 9:00am Fr. Martin Avila + BC
Sabado 5:00pm Vigil | Dalmacio Gomez + BC
Sunday 12/7 7:30am Maureen Burns (L) ME
Domingo 9:00am Family Arguello + ME
10:30am OLL Parishioners BC
12 Noon Carlota Estintola + ME
Monday 12/8 9:00am Marie Reedy + BC
Lunes 6:00pm Sullivan Family (L) and + BC
7:30pm Flores Family (L) and + ME
Tuesday 12/9 9:00am Anna Brandi + ME
Martes
Wednesday 12/10 | 9:00am Matt Goodin + BC
Miercoles
Thursday 12/11 10:00am Saida Del Grande + ME
Jueves
Friday 12/12 Midnight Pineda Family (L) and + ME
Viernes 9:00am Marie Reedy + BC
7:00pm Madero Family (L) and + ME
Saturday 12/13 9:00am Barbara Burke & Anna Marie Franzen + | BC
Sabado 5:00pm Vigil | Basilio Medrano Sr. & ME
Hermogenes de Guzman +
Sunday 12/14 7:30am Mary Kay Bartolini + ME
Domingo 9:00am Jennifer Hickey Wyrsch + BC
10:30am Gene Erigero + BC
12 Noon Lizbeth and Carlos Sanchez (L) ME
15th Anniversary

Prayer for the Sick
Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers
for the sick members of our community and for
all who are in need. Amid mental and physical
suffering may they find consolation in your heal-
ing presence. Show your mercy as you close
wounds, cure illness, make broken bodies whole
and free downcast spirits. May these special
people find lasting health and deliverance, and
so join us in thanking you for all your gifts. We
ask this through the Lord Jesus who healed those
who believed. Amen.

Oracion por los Enfermos.

Padre de bondad y amor, escucha nuestras ora-
ciones por los enfermos de nuestra comunidad y
por todos los necesitados. Que encuentren en sus
sufrimientos mentales o fisicos el Consuelo que

da tu presencia sanadora. Muestrales tu miseri-
cordia, sana sus heridas, cura sus enfermedades,

restaura sus cuerpos y sus espiritus quebranta-
dos. Que estas personas especiales encuentren la
salud y la liberacion , y asi puedan unirsenos para
darte las gracias por todos sus dones. Te lo pedi-
mos por el Sefior Jesus que sano a los que crey-
eron. Amén.

Please pray for our parishioners who are sick and suffering that they
may know the embrace of Christ’s healing love.

Por favor oren por nuestros feligreses que estan enfermos y que sufren para
que sepan el abrazo del amor sanador de Cristo.

Estela Andaya, Terry Allison, Neil Battaglia, Fran Beecher, Darlene Belluomini, Don Belluomini,
Margaret Bohan, Paulette Borg, Brian Bourke, Diana Brewer, Stephanie Brewer, Tony Brewer,
Betsy Bryant, Cherlyn Burpee, Ronald DeLeon, Grace Derrough, Drago Dolar, Fiona Dunlap,
Tom Edwards, David Elizondo, Anna Farias, Virginia Fitch, Linda Gaddini, Michelle Hague,
Katherine Hall, Joey Herr, Raquel Hidalgo, Maryanne Holtom, Jim Horan, Diana Kelly, Bridie
Keenan, Maryanne Kesich, Jospeh Kusick, Elizabeth Kusick, Pat Lewis, Evelyn Macca, Laura
Machado, Dave Mahoney, Judy Morris, Samuel Morris, Jim Murphy, Peggy Murphy, Bart Naguit,
Elena Pantoja, Patrick Panyard, John Pardini, The Panyard Family, Patrick Panyard, Jason Pimen-
tel, Debbie Robinet, Donald Schober, Virginia Schober, Pam Seifert, Robert Shogren, Amy Silva,
Estefana Soto, Sharon Gross Spry, Lisa Steiner, Eugene Stephano, Dorothy Thomas, Kevin Thom-
as, Penny Thrailkill, John Thorsson, Kelly Tom, Carol Wright, Tim Wright, Magali Zimmermann

If you would like to have someone included who needs our prayers, please call the Rectory.
Si quiere incluir a alguien que necesite nuestras oraciones, por favor llame a la Rectoria.

May all our deceased
Parishioners rest in the
loving arms of God

Que todos nuestros feligreses difuntos
encuentren descanso en tus brazos
de Dios amoroso.




Advent and Christmas Schedule 2014 Litany of Loreto

Feast of Immaculate Conception
Monday December 8th
9:00 AM Mass 6:00 PM Mass
7:30PM Mass in Spanish

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Thursday December 11th—Midnight Mass
Friday December 12th
9:00 AM Mass
Procession at 5:30pm from Old Town to Church
7:00 PM Mass with reception
following in Parish Hall

Sacrament of Reconciliation
OLL / St. Anthony’s
Wednesday, December 17th
10:30 AM and 7:00 PM
At St. Anthony’s Church

Our Lady of Loretto Choir Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 21st
4:00 PM and 7:30 PM
Our Lady of Loretto Church

Christmas Eve Masses
Wednesday, December 24th
9:00 AM Daily Mass
5:00 PM Children’s Christmas Mass in Church
5:15 PM Children’s Christmas Mass in Hall
9:00 PM Christmas Mass in Spanish

Christmas Day Masses
Thursday, December 25th
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 Noon in Spanish

New Year’s Eve Wednesday, December 31st
9:00 am Mass
Vigil Mass at 5:00 PM
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
6:00 pm Mass to Midnight

New Year’s Day
Thursday January 1, 2015
Solemnity of Mary - The Holy Mother of God
9:00 AM and 12 Noon in Spanish

V. Lord, have mercy.

R. Christ have mercy.

V. Lord have mercy. Christ
hear us.

R. Christ graciously hear us
God the Father of heaven,
have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of

the world, have mercy on us.

God the Holy Spirit, have
mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God, have
mercy on us.

Holy Mary, pray for us.
Holy Mother of God, pray
for us.

Holy Virgin of Virgins,
[etc.]

Mother of Christ,
Mother of divine grace,
Mother most pure,
Mother most chaste,
Mother inviolate,
Mother undefiled,
Mother most amiable,
Mother most admirable,
Mother of good Counsel,
Mother of our Creator,
Mother of our Savior,
Virgin most prudent,
Virgin most venerable,
Virgin most renowned,
Virgin most powerful,
Virgin most merciful,
Virgin most faithful,
Mirror of justice,

Seat of wisdom,

Cause of our joy,
Spiritual vessel,

Vessel of honor,
Singular vessel of devotion,
Mystical rose,

Tower of David,

Tower of ivory,

House of gold,

Ark of the covenant,
Gate of heaven,
Morning star,

Health of the sick,
Refuge of sinners,
Comforter of the afflicted,

Help of Christians,

Queen of Angels,

Queen of Patriarchs,

Queen of Prophets,

Queen of Apostles,

Queen of Martyrs,

Queen of Confessors,
Queen of Virgins,

Queen of all Saints,

Queen conceived without
original sin,

Queen assumed into heaven,
Queen of the most holy Ro-
sary,

Queen of families,

Queen of peace,

V. Lamb of God, Who
takest away the sins of the
world,

R. Spare us, O Lord.

V. Lamb of God, Who
takest away the sins of the
world,

R. Graciously hear us, O
Lord.

V. Lamb of God, Who
takest away the sins of the
world,

Have mercy on us.

V. Pray for us, O holy
Mother of God.
R. That we may be made

worthy of the promises of
Christ.

Let us pray. O God, who
hast willed that by the mes-
sage of an Angel, thy Word
should receive flesh from
the womb of the Virgin
Mary: grant unto thy suppli-
ants, that we who believe
that she is truly the Mother
of God, may be assisted by
her intercession before
Thee. Through the same
Christ our Lord. R. Amen.



OUR LADY OF LORETTO HELPING HANDS
CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 2014

The Our Lady of Loretto, Helping Hands Christmas Outreach 2014 is underway!

Again this year we have committed to help families in need celebrate the birth of Christ. It’s easy to be part of this important out-
reach. Our Giving Trees are up in all the entrances to the Church. Please take a star from one of the trees and return it to the secure
mail slot at the Rectory, along with your gift of store gift cards, cash or check payable to Our Lady of Loretto Helping Hands Christ-
mas Outreach. Please indicate the amount of your donation clearly on the outside of the gift card. Gift cards from grocery stores

and stores such as Target and Kohl’s are much appreciated.
Our deadline for donations is Tuesday, December 16, 2014.

For your convenience, Helping Hands volunteers will be at the church entrances after each mass this weekend to accept your dona-

tions.

Thank you for helping us to share the true spirit of Christmas with those in need. We wish you a blessed Advent and Christmas.

NUESTRA SENORA DE LORETTO HELPING HANDS
ALCANCE DE NAVIDAD 2014

El Nuestra Sefora de Loreto, Helping Hands Navidad Extension 2014 esta en marcha!

De nuevo este afio hemos comprometido a ayudar a las familias necesitadas celebran el nacimiento de Cristo. Es facil ser parte de
este importante difusion. Nuestros arboles Dar estan en pie de todas las entradas de la Iglesia. Por favor, tome una estrella de uno de
los arboles y devolverlo a la ranura de correo seguro en la Rectoria, junto con su regalo de las tarjetas de tienda de regalos, efectivo o
cheque a nombre de Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto Helping Hands Alcance Navidad. Por favor, indique el monto de su donacién clara-
mente en el exterior de la tarjeta de regalo. Las tarjetas de regalo de tiendas de comestibles y tiendas como Target y Kohl son muy

apreciados.

La fecha limite para las donaciones es Martes, 16 de diciembre 2014.

Para su comodidad, manos amigas voluntarios estaran en las entradas de la iglesia después de cada misa este fin de semana para

aceptar sus donaciones.

Gracias por ayudarnos a compartir el verdadero espiritu de la Navidad con los necesitados usted. Le deseamos una bendecida Ad-

viento y Navidad.

PRO-LIFE, PROUD OF IT

Dear OLL Parishioners, as promised, once each month you’ll find this
corner of your Bulletin filled with facts regarding Pro-life concerns, all
actionable, all supported by reliable sources. It’s meant FYI and your
prayers and good works). Remember: We don’t “only” pray. Lest we
lose heart, let’s remember: our praying it is the most powerful action
available to us.

Dr. Maureen Condic. . .Associate Professor of Neurobiology and Ad-
junct Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Utah School of Medi-
cine, . . . testified that the unborn child is capable of reacting to pain as
early as 8-10 weeks. This is when most abortions in America take
place.

VATICAN CITY, Jan 13 (Reuters) - Pope Francis called the practice

(of abortion) "horrific".

“The pope made his toughest remarks to date on abortion in his yearly
address to diplomats accredited to the Vatican, a speech known as his

"State of the World" address.

"It is horrific even to think that there are children, victims of abortion,
who will never see the light of day.™

Pray the Rosary. Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Often.

PRO-VIDA, ORGULLOSA DE TI

Queridos feligreses OLL, como habia prometido, una vez al mes en el
que se encuentra este rincén de su Boletin lleno de hechos relaciona-
dos con las preocupaciones por la vida, todo procesable, todo ello apo-
yado por fuentes confiables. Es la intencion de FYI y sus oraciones y
buenas obras). Recuerde: no "s6lo" rezar. Para que no nos de-
sanimamos, recordemos: nuestra oracion es la accion mas poderosa a
nuestra disposicion.

Dr. Maureen Condic. . .Associate Profesor de neurobiologia y profesor
adjunto de Pediatria de la Universidad de la Escuela de Medicina de
Utah,. . . testificd que el feto es capaz de reaccionar al dolor ya en 8-10
semanas. Esto es cuando la mayoria de los abortos en los Estados
Unidos se llevan a cabo.

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO, 13 de enero (Reuters) - Francisco llamo
la practica (del aborto) "horrible". "El Papa hizo sus declaraciones mas
duras hasta la fecha sobre el aborto en su discurso anual a los diplo-
maticos acreditados ante el Vaticano, un discurso conocido como el"
Estado de la World ". "Es horrible incluso a pensar que hay nifios,
victimas del aborto, que nunca veran la luz del dia."

"Rezar el Rosario. Reza la Coronilla de la Divina Misericordia. A
menudo.




This Week at OLL

December 7—December 14

Sun. Second Sunday of Advent
Mon. IMMACUALTE CONCEPTION (See schedule)
Tue. Helping Hands Prayer Group—Church—1pm

Our Mother of Perpetual Help—Chapel—6pm
Al-Anon—Convent - 7:15pm
ICF—Hall—5:30pm
Wed.  Our Lady’s Prayer Group—Chapel—7:30pm

Thurs. Choir Practice—Church—6:30

Fri. Eucharistic Adoration—Chapel—9:30am—5pm
Sat. Cenacle—Chapel—9:30am

Sun. Third Sunday of Advent

Esta semana en OLL
7 Diciembre— 14 Diciembre

Domingo: Segundo Domingo de Adviento

Lunes: Coro de JPC—Cuarto de Coro—7pm

Martes:  Helping Hands Grupo de Oracion por la Iglesia-1pm
JPC Discipulados—Capilla del Convento —7pm
Nuestra Sefiora del Perpetuo Socorro-Chapel-6pm
Al-Anon-Convento - 7:15 pm

Miércoles: Nuestra Sefiora Grupo de Oracion- Capilla— 7:30pm
Ensavo del Coro-Espanol—Iglesia—7pm

Jueves: Ensayo del Coro-Iglesia-6:30pm

Viernes: Adoracion Eucaristica-Capilla 9:30am a Spm
JPC Biblioteca—7pm

Sabado: Cenaculo-Chapel-9: 30am

Domingo: Tercer Domingo de Adviento

Mass Times/Horario de Misa

Monday—Friday 9:00 am
Lunes—Viernes 9:00 en Ingles
Saturday/Sabado 9:00am en Inglés
5:00 pm (Vigil Mass/Vigilia)
Sunday 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am,
12pm Espaiiol

Eucharistic Adoration
Adoracion del Santisimo Sacramento
Every Friday/Todos los viernes
9:30am-5:00 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliacion/
Sacramento de la Reconciliation
Saturday/Sabado 3:00pm-4:00pm

Baptisms / Bautizos
Please contact the Rectory-
Catechesis Required

Por favor, pongase en contacto con
la Rectoria. Catequesis Requerida

Marriages/Bodas
Please contact the Rectory at least
6 months in advance

Por favor, péngase en contacto con la
Rectoria, al menos, 6 meses antes.

Adult Faith Formation
The Priest, Prophet, King study will meet
Wednesdays from
7-8:30pm on 12/10, and 12/17.

Join us for the recitation of the Rosary, Monday-
Thursday after the 9am Mass and at 5:30pm, Friday after
the 9am Mass and at Spm and Sunday at 3pm.

Unase a nosotros para el rezo del Rosario, de lunes
a jueves después de la misa de las 9 am y las 5:30
pm, el viernes después de la misa de las 9 am y las
5 pm y los domingos a las 3:00pm

Catholic Charities Christmas Volunteer Opportunities

Are you the type of person friends would describe as being full of Christmas cheer? Do you enjoy putting up Christmas decorations
or even making them yourself? Are you a musician who loves playing holiday music? Have you ever wanted to play Santa and hear
the Christmas wishes of handfuls of boys and girls? Or do you simply want to fulfill a wish of a catered Christmas lunch for a family;
a women'’s toiletry set; or gift cards that empower families to buy presents for their children? If the answer to any of these is yes
(or even maybe) then please join Catholic Charities by volunteering with us this Christmas season. During this season of kindness,
selflessness, and generosity we have many volunteer opportunities available ranging from Christmas and holiday parties, to holiday
decorating, fulfilling a Christmas wish, or even caroling at a senior center. For more information about these, and many of our oth-
er opportunities, please check out our website at this link CatholicCharitiesSF.org/all-opportunities or call Clint Womack at

415.972.1297 or email

SAVE THE DATE
Our Lady of Loretto will be renting a bus to attend
the Walk for Life on Saturday, January 24th.
We hope you can join us.
More details will be available in the coming weeks.

GUARDE LA FECHA
Nuestra Seiiora de Loreto estara alquilando un autobis
para asistir a la Caminata por la Vida el sabado, 24 de
enero. Esperamos que puedan unirse a nosotros.
Mas detalles estaran disponibles en las préoximas semanas.




OLL CHRISTMAS CONCERT

“A Christmas Story”
JOIN US FOR THIS WONDEFUL
CHRISTMAS TRADITION ON
SUNDAY DECEMBER 21st
4PM and 7:30PM
Featuring the voices from our English and Spanish Choirs
as well as the children of the Parish.
There is no charge for this event and all are welcome.

OLL CONCIERTO DE NAVIDAD
"Un cuento de Navidad"

UNETE A NOSOTROS PARA ESTE maravilloso
NAVIDAD EN LA TRADICION
Domingo 21 de diciembre
16:00 y 19:30
Con las voces de nuestro Inglés y coros espafioles
asi como los nifos de la parroquia.

No hay ningtn cargo para este evento y todos
son bienvenidos.

THIS WEEK IN CONFIRMATION AND
YOUTH MINISTRY:
Monday 12/8: Middle School classes meet in convent,
7-8:30pm.
Thursday 12/11: High School classes & OLL YM meet
in convent, 7-8:30pm. All high school aged teens are
welcome.

NO SUFRAS

“No dejes que se inquiete tu corazon. No le tengas miedo a
esa enfermedad, ni a ninguna otra enfermedad o angustia. ;|No
estoy aqui acaso, quien es tu Madre? ;No estas bajo mi protec-
cion? ;No soy tu salud? ;No eres feliz en mi redil? ;Qué mas
deseas? No sufras ni te inquietes por nada”.

—Palabras de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe a San Juan Diego, 1531

TO ALL HELPING HANDS MEMBERS
Help Spread Joy With Christmas Cookies

Helping Hands Christmas Outreach provides a gift of Christmas cook-
ies to each of our recipient families along with their gift cards. If you
would like to be part of our Christmas Outreach by sharing your home
baked (or store bought) Christmas cookies, to be delivered Dec. 18",
please contact Carol Brenk by email (Carolbrenk@msn.com) or by
phone (897-8584).

A TODOS LOS MIEMBROS Helping Hands
Ayudar a difundir alegria con galletas de Navidad

Helping Hands Alcance de Navidad ofrece un regalo de las galletas de
Navidad a cada una de nuestras familias beneficiarias junto con sus tar-
jetas de regalo. Si a usted le gustaria ser parte de nuestra Promocion de
Navidad por compartir su casa al horno (o comprados en la tienda) gal-

letas de Navidad, que se entregaran 18 de diciembre, por favor pongase en
contacto con Carol Brenk por correo electronico (Carolbrenk@msn.com)
o por teléfono (897- 8584).

Queridos amigos,
Esta proxima semana de Adviento, celebramos tres grandes fiestas de Maria.

1) El lunes, 8 de diciembre se celebra la fiesta de la Inmaculada Concepcion, la fiesta patronal de los Estados Unidos. Esta fiesta nos ensefia que Maria fue concebida
desde el mismo momento de su existencia, sin pecado original. Debido a la importancia de este dia, es un dia de precepto. Misas aqui en OLL seran a las 9 am, 18:00 y
7:30 pm en espaiiol.

2) El miércoles 10 de diciembre se celebra la fiesta de Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto, el nombre de nuestra parroquia. Al hablar con los feligreses, he encontrado pocas
personas que saben algo acerca de Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto. Por lo tanto, el siguiente breve historia.

La Santa Casa de la Virgen se encuentra en Loreto, Italia, y se dice que es la casa en la que nacié Maria y donde el angel Gabriel se le aparecio.

La casa de Maria de largo habia sido venerado en su ciudad natal de Nazaret, y los apostoles se dice que han utilizado la residencia como una iglesia. Después de la
caida de la Iglesia latina en Jerusalén en 1291, la tradicion dice que los angeles transportaron la casa de Maria de Nazaret a lo que hoy es Croacia. Mas tarde se lleva-
ron a la casa a Italia donde finalmente llegé a Loreto en 1295.

El santuario de Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto se cree que es el sitio de muchos milagros. En 1482, el santuario se convirti6 oficialmente en una parroquia y, dos afios mas
tarde, fue puesto bajo la proteccion papal. Una basilica fue construida en el sitio en la década de 1500.

Debido a la tradicion de que los angeles habian llevado a la casa de Maria a través del aire a Italia. Nuestra Sefiora de Loreto es la patrona de los trabajadores de la
aviacion y de la construccion.

3) El viernes 12 de diciembre se celebra la fiesta de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe, que en este dia en 1531 apareci6 a un indio llamado Juan Diego, quien fue canon-
izado por el Papa Juan Pablo II en 2001. Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe es la patrona de la de Estados Unidos. A pesar de que este no es un dia de precepto, misas el
viernes serd a las 12 de la medianoche en espaiiol, 9am, y 19:00 en espaiiol. También habra una procesion del casco antiguo de la Iglesia a las 5:30 pm. Un poco de
historia sobre el impacto de Guadalupe en México sigue.

En el momento de la aparicion de Maria en 1531, el catolicismo era relativamente nuevo en México. Se cree que la primera misa en suelo mexicano se habia producido
menos de 15 aflos antes. Aparicién de Maria tuvo un poderoso efecto en el aumento de las conversiones de los nativos después de ese tiempo.

Hoy en dia, el catolicismo sigue siendo la religion mayoritaria en México. El censo de 2010 encontr6 que alrededor del 84 por ciento de los mexicanos se identificaron
como catdlicos. El Vaticano estima que el numero es atin mayor, casi el 92 por ciento.

Pero, como en los Estados Unidos, el nimero de mexicanos salir de la Iglesia ha aumentado en los Gltimos afios. Segun un estudio, mas de 1.000 mexicanos aban-
donaron la Iglesia Catdlica todos los dias durante los ultimos 10 afios. Un obispo mexicano estima que de las personas que permanecen en la Iglesia, solo el 15 por
ciento va a misa. La Arquidiocesis de la Ciudad de México es la mas grande del mundo Arquididcesis catolica con aproximadamente 7 millones de catodlicos. Tiene
cerca de 150 mil bautismos al afio - un nimero que es mas que toda la poblacion catélica en muchas didcesis de todo el mundo. Y todo empez6 de nuevo el 12 de
diciembre desde 1531 con la aparicion de Maria a Juan Diego en Guadalupe

Feliz Dia de la Inmaculada Concepcion! Feliz Dia de Loretto! Feliz Dia de Guadalupe! Feliz Adviento!
Padre Brian




Dear Friends,
This coming Advent week, we celebrate three great feasts of Mary.

1) On Monday, December 8", we celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Conception,
the patronal feast of the United States. This feast teaches us that Mary was conceived from the
very moment of her existence, without Original Sin. Because of the importance of this day, it
is a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses here at OLL will be at 9am, 6pm and 7:30pm in Spanish.

2) On Wednesday, December 10", we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Loretto, the
name of our parish. In talking with parishioners, I have found few people who know anything
about Our Lady of Loretto. Thus, the following brief history.

The Holy House of the Blessed Virgin is located in Loretto, Italy, and it is said to be the home in which
Mary was born and where the Angel Gabriel appeared to her.

Mary’s home had long been revered in her hometown of Nazareth, and the apostles are said to have used
the residence as a church. After the fall of the Latin Church in Jerusalem in 1291, tradition says that angels trans-
ported Mary’s home from Nazareth to what is now Croatia. They later carried the home to Italy where it eventu-
ally came to Loretto in 1295.

The shrine of Our Lady of Loretto was believed to be the site of many miracles. In 1482, the shrine offi-
cially became a parish and, two years later, was placed under papal protection. A basilica was built on the site in
the 1500°’s.

Because of the tradition that angels had carried Mary’s house through the air to Italy. Our Lady of Loret-
to is the patroness of aviation and construction workers.

3) On Friday, December 12", we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, who on this day in 1531
appeared to an Indian named Juan Diego, who was canonized a saint by Pope John Paul II in 2001. Our Lady of
Guadalupe is the patroness of the America’s. Even though this is not a Holy Day of Obligation, Masses on Fri-
day will be at 12 midnight in Spanish, 9am, and 7pm in Spanish. There will also be a procession from Old Town
to the Church at 5:30pm. A brief history on the impact of Guadalupe in Mexico follows.

At the time of Mary’s appearance in 1531, Catholicism was relatively new in Mexico. It is thought that
the first Mass on Mexican soil had occurred less than 15 years earlier. Mary’s apparition had a powerful effect
on the increase in conversions of the native people after that time.

Today, Catholicism remains the majority religion in Mexico. The 2010 census found that about 84 per-
cent of Mexicans identified themselves as Catholic. The Vatican estimates the number is even higher, nearly 92
percent.

But, as in the United States, the number of Mexicans leaving the Church has increased in recent years.
According to one study, more than 1,000 Mexicans left the Catholic Church every day over the past 10 years.
One Mexican Bishop estimated that of the people remaining in the Church, only 15 percent go to Mass. The
Archdiocese of Mexico City is the world’s largest Catholic Archdiocese with approximately 7 million Catholics.
It has about 150,000 baptisms a year — a number that is more than the entire Catholic population in many Dio-
ceses around the world. And it all started back on December 12, 1531 with Mary’s appearance to Juan Diego at
Guadalupe

Happy Immaculate Conception Day!
Happy Loretto Day!
Happy Guadalupe Day!
Happy Advent!
Father Brian



